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Poor   Mallory   himself   suffered   through   the
necessity of fitting men into the different pairs
and allotting the tasks so as best to ensure success
for the whole enterprise.    The non-oxygen party
he considered would have the better adventure.
It had always  been his pet plan to  climb the
mountain with a non-oxygen party, making two
camps above the North Col.    And he was disap-
pointed that the parties had now to be arranged
so that he was to be with the oxygen party.    It
had been decided that one party should be led
by Somervell and one by him.    And he was chosen
for the oxygen party because it was assumed it
would be less exhausted than the other and in a
position to help the other and be responsible for
the descent;   while Somervell was chosen for the
non-oxygen party because, on his last year's per-
formance, it seemed that he would be more likely
to recover and be useful again later.    It was a
disappointment  to  Mallory that  matters  should
have so arranged themselves.    He consoled him-
self with the thought that the conquest of the
mountain   was   the   main   consideration   and  his
own feelings secondary.    His  part, in  any case,
would be  sufficiently  interesting and might,  he
thought, give him the best chance of all of reach-
ing the top.
Either Norton or Hazard, according as which
proved the fitter of the two at the time, would
go with Somervell; and Irvine would go with
Mallory, because Irvine had displayed such in-